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1. The following air activitf was observed at Cottbus airfield from 4 through
22 May 1953:

4 May, local flying by Yek-18s was obzerved,

5 May. Aerobatics were made by Yak-18s and Yak-lls. In the afternoon, MiG-15s
praciiced take-offe and landings.

6 May. About 2 pom., six take-offs and landings by MiG-15s were observed within
10 minutes.,

1 May. There was light sir activity by MiG-l5s,

8 May. There was more air sctivity then on 7 May.

Q May. MiG-~1l5z were seen flying in elements of two,

11 apd 13 May. Yak~lls and MiG-l5s practiced teke-offs and landings.

14, 15, 20 to 22 May. MiG=15s practiced flying. On 22 May, dives by MiG-15s were
observed from & distance.

2, On 1 May, there was a review in Cottbus in which three large merch columns
participated with a total of 1,350 VPL soldlers and about 20 male and female
parachutists from the "Gesellschaft fuer Sport und Technik®, One training glider,
a cutter, 70 motoreycles and semitrailer truck were also cbserved.

3. Between 20 May and 5 June, the following air activity and aircraft were observed
at the field: ’

25X1

20 May. About 6330 p.m,, two parachute jumps were made over the field.

23 May, Bighty-six to 88 MiG-15s were parked in rows before the hangars and

15 to 20 Yak-l1lls and 2 Li~2s were observed at the field. A total of 200 air-

craflt crateg, part of them with dismantled sidewalls, were sesn., About 3 p.m.,
25X1 U-MiG~158 | -|continuously rade local flights,

20 May to 5 June. Night flying by Ii-2s was repeatedly observed.

2 June. About 11 a.m., U-MiG-15s made local flights.l

The rudders on all U-MiG-=15s observed at the field were painted red and their
wings were marked by a red stripe. Source made a sketch of these ma:rk:tngso2

4. Between 20 May and 3 June,J the following rail fuel shipments were observed arri-
ving at the field:

24 May, Seven tank cars from Lelpzig-Plagwltz~3 with a capacity of 300 hl each,
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2 with 290 hl each, 1 with 490 hl and 1 with 180 hl, ‘

27 May. Three tank cers from Frankfurt/Oder-border 1 with e capacity of
490 hl, 1 with 300 hi and 1 with 286 hl.

3 Jups. Eight tenk cars from Frankfurt/Oder-border 3 with & capacity of
490 hl each, 2 with 265 hl each, 1 with 300 hl, 1 with 290 hl, and 1 with
150 hl,

Between 22 and 30 May, the following alr activity and alrcraft were observed
at the fleld:

22 May. Between / p.m. and 5 p.m., local flying was practiced by swept-back

jot fighters, The weather was dull and there was a lov ceiling. Two UMiG=153

[ |were standing at the western end of the runway. Wearby

2 radio trucks, £ trucks, 1 jeep, 1 ambulence and a gtarter carriage were

observed, Plane :ltook off to the eagt, got out of view and landed sgaln

after 20 minutes, Subsequently plane |:]took off and landed agaln after 25X1
6 minutes, taxied back to the western end of the runway and took off agein.

sifter the third landing the plave was refucled and the pilot exchemnged.
Subsequently the plane took off for a 20-mimube flight. Seventy swepi-~back

jet fighters, most of them coverad with terpeulins, and 1 Li-2 were parked

in front of the hangars. Two jet planes which were mot alternately sharted

and atopped their engines.

23 May, Intensive flying with jet plames and conventiomal alrcraft was ob-

served., There wes & high cloud base.

24 and 25 May. There was no air activity in the morning.

26 May. At 9:30 e, m., two conventional trainers with blue propeller hmbe

landed at short intervels. At this time 2 U-MIG-13s| | 25X1
with red painted rudders and upper parts of thelr rudder assemblies were par-

‘ked at the western end of the runway, The two planes conducted the same air

activity as on 22 May.
27 May. Botween noon and 1 pem,, U-MiG-15s | | practicsd 25X1
flying. The latter plane had a white rudder assembly, while the rudder aseem-

blies of ths other planes were painted red.

28 May, = U-MiG-15s practiced flying. The weather was overcast and tasre was

iight rain.

29 and 30 May. No air activity was observed between noon and 12230 p.m.

Fsen o st

The weather was dull and there was a low cloud base.

hecording to an aequaintence of source, 2 parachute jumps were made over the
field on 20 May.

ﬂe'bween 1530 p.m, and 5:20 p.m. on 8 June, tske-offs and landings ty 6 MiG-15

of U~MiG-15 plones | | with red stripes 25X1
on their tail units snd wings were observed.< About 60 MiG-15s were parked
im the open, Trucks and sedans | | 25Xx1

yere identified pear the flseld.”

25X1A 15| !Cﬁnngm;s The present report confirms part of the information transmitted

25X1A
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| o Alr sctivity of U=MiG-=15s with piiots
of ‘the VPL appsars to be intensive and under the supervision of Soviet instrus-
ors. | 25X1

[ It appears thet T-MiG-L5e which bad previously been sta-
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tloned in Fast Germany et various airfields were movsd to Cotibus for

initial flight training of VPL pilots, and that most of the new MiG-l5s

shipped from the USSR are not yet used im air activity.
25X1A

2. Comment. For sketch of markings on the U-MiG-158 in Cotibus see

ax <

25X1A3. :'FG%@;QQ% The decreaze in the numbsr of MiG-158 observed in early
une probably resulits from the transfer of MiG-l%s to Bautzen, whers about
15 MiG~l153 were observed on 4 June 1953,
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Marking on U-liG-15s at Cottbus Airfield
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red aileron

Note. The U=-MiG-15s of the VFL unit in Cottdus

are marked by a2 red stripe on the upper and boitom

sices of thelr.wings and red uilerons, rudder assemblies

g
and elevator assemblies
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